
Safety in Spine Month:

My 3 OR Checklists

Jennifer M. Bauer, MD, MS
Seattle Children’s Hospital
University of Washington



Surgeon-led 
within current 

timeout.

Nitrous oxide discontinued (if used)

TXA confirmed

Bite blocks in place

Exparel ordered

Neuro-monitoring plan discussed

Blood pressure goals discussed

Cell saver plan discussed

Thoracic vertebrae count:____

Lumbar vertebrae count:____
(surgeon visually counts aloud)

Agreement on planned surgical 
levels and/or instrumented levels

Special concerns reviewed

Anesthesia plan and propofol 
dosing discussed 

Pre-Drape Checklist:



RN-led at 
closing count.

Pre-Closure Checklist:

 Confirmation of correct surgical 
levels and/or instrumented levels

 Final tightening

 Exparel injected

 Reduction tabs removed

 Bacitracin (50,000 units / liter) or 
Betadine irrigation (50ml of 10% 
Betadine sterile solution into 1 liter 
of saline) or ancef soln

 Bone graft

 Antibiotic powder

 Drain use y/n

 IONM signals reviewed

 Dressings and special items 
discussed

 Post-operative bed discussed



IONM Signal Loss:

Vitale et al



1 single sheet of paper to 
keep me safe in the OR:

Front
Attached to every:
-OR circulator computer
-IONM computer set-up

Back
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